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Is it necessary to have a university degree to succeed in 

life? 
 

Of course, a degree does guarantee you a minimum good standard of living. 

 

I have also talked to you previously about great entrepreneurs such as Hari Punja 

 

But I also know hundreds of ordinary persons who are very succesful business persons. 

 

Some were university graduates; and some were not 

 

Let me talk about 2 who were and 4 who were not. 

 

Henry, Victor, Amrit, Gary, Mark, Bhagwan 

 

Opportunity is everywhere 
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Henry 

Went to University with the rest of our friends from Marist 

 

He did not particular like academic work 

 

He used to wonder around in the Christchurch admiring the spring blossoms 

 

Eventually dropped out and came home. 

 

His father and uncles in disgust got him to work in their button factory making 

buttons out of trochus shells. 

 

Slowly over a couple of decades Henry is a multi-millionaire, far richer than 

95% of all the university graduates I know from my time.  
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Victor 

Did his Masters in Agriculture 

 

Came back home and was working for government. 

 

One day his aging father asked him in exasperation “Vikta, how much Gumment pay 

you”. 

 

Victor told him. 

 

Father said, son just come and look after my bar (in this well-known night club),thje 

bloody barmen crooking me.  I give you twice the money that gumment give you. 

 

Which he did. 

 

And another brother started a musical instrument shop- and did just as well. 

 

Both multi-millionnaires. 
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Gary 

Saw an opportunity for a drinking hole in town 

 

Where expatriates and the “with it” locals could go and drink without any 

violence (big bouncers outside). 

 

In no time at all, the turnover of that drinking hole was phenomenal. 

 

Other drinking holes also set up. 

 

All made big money. 
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Amrit and Bugsy 

Amrit: BCom degree 

 

But saw a niche in the garment industry growing under SPARTECA preferences 

 

Multi-million dollar turnover, exports etc. 

 

Great financial sucess. 

 

Bugsy: no degree: 

 

But twenty years ago saw a developing field in electronics 

 

Got himself an international franchise 

 

Which he and his go-getting non-graduate wife have been running with 

incredible financial success. 
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From my Gujarati community,  

without any great financial backing 

Any number of people who without any great education, have gone into  

entrepreneurship; 

 

aluminium pot industry 

steel structures and fabrication 

printery 

electronics 

architectural firms 

tourism 

wood working 

etc 

 

If you ever get a chance, research some ones like Dilip Khatri 

 

(Hari Punja did have a degree) 
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University degrees help 

By all means get it when you can 

 

Don’t waste your opportunity at University- you will regret forever. 

 

Degrees do provide you and your family with a safety net below which you will 

not fall. 

 

But they are not essential if you want to achieve the heights. 

 


