
“Dad I am bored”    

“Why don’t you think about flies and mosquitoes?” 

Everyone:  just write down what you think of when someone says 

 

 there’s a fly 

 

 there’s a mosquito 

 

Remember all your health lessons in primary school? 

 

And the numerous Ministry of Health campaigns. 

 

Cover your food. Don’t let the flies on it. Flies spread disease. 

 

Get rid of mosquito breeding areas. Mosquitoes spread malaria! 

 

That is probably what most of you will have written down? 



Did anybody have a different question? 

Well some Japanese scientists asked quite different questions. 

 

Some scientist asked:   “Hold on.  Flies sit on rotting, decomposing garbage, animals, 

shit etc etc which are all full of bacteria, germs, viruses, diseases etc.” 

 

How come the flies themselves don’t get sick? 

 

Apparently, some scientists have found some kind of a chemical coating on flies, that 

protects them from the germs, bacteria etc which touches them. 

 

Now there may be a totally new class of antibiotics which may prove absolutely life-

saving, given that the world’s bacteria are apparently becoming immune to the old 

anti0biotics such as penicillin. 

 

Doctors are quite reluctant to prescribe antibiotics too often in case their patients develop 

immunity to them. 



And what about the mosquitoes? 

Remember how often you have taken great delight at seeing a mosquito on your 

friend’s face? 

 

You watch it getting bigger and bigger, more and more bloated with blood. 

 

You slowly move closer to your friend and whisper to him (or her) “don’t 

move”. 

 

And while your friend looks puzzled, you give them a good whack on their face. 

 

“Watch you do that for, you stupid nut” your friend screams. 

 

Triumphantly, you show them the palm of your hand, on which there is a big 

splash of blood. “I killed your mossie for you”, you snigger, with great delight 

at having a free whack at your friend, who can’t say anything. 



But what did a scientist ask? 

A question we have never asked all these years we have seen mosquitoes 

feeding away on us. 

 

“how is it that the person who is being bitten by the mosquito, often does not 

even know that the mosquito is feeding off him?” 

 

And the amount of blood being taken out is often so large- you could do a blood 

test with it for diabetes or whatever. 

 

Well, the scientist examined the needle of the mosquito. 

 

The cross section of the mosquito needle is not the normal shape of  the 

“injection needles” we all feared as children. 

 



The cross section of mosquito’s needle is apparently different 

The normal needle is like this: 

 

 

Everywhere along the length, it comes into contact with nerves, and we really feel the 

pain, along the whole needle. 

 

But the mosquito needle apparently has a cross-section like this: 

 

 

 

 

The side of the needle apparently touches the flesh and the nerves at much fewer points 

(the peaks and troughs) than the normal needle- so often we don’t feel any pain at all. 

 

And now scientists are trying to develop needles that mimic the mosquito needle so that 

patients don’t feel the pain of injections! 

 

Great boon for diabetics who have to inject themselves with insulin every day. 



We all see the same things every day 

Some see nothing unusual.    

 

Others see something startling 

 

And a new discovery is made 

 

Like Newton seeing an apple fall down, and a leaf fall down, in about the same time. 

 

As humans have for centuries, without seeing anything worth writing about.. 

 

Newton created something magnificent out of his observation. 

 

So when your children tell you, “Mum, dad, I am bored”. 

 

Tell them the mosquito and fly story. 

 

I wonder if this was a true story or not.  Any new needles or anti-biotics on the market? 


